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TAKING THE LEAP: REBRANDING YOUR BLOG

Why Rebrand?

● Your brand name doesn’t represent who you are or what you do

● Your name is similar to another blog or brand

● You have a hard time explaining your blog and/or your blog’s 

name

● You want to concentrate on a specific topic

● You’ve expanded beyond the original scope of your name

● Your brand doesn’t appeal to your audience

● You just don’t like your old brand anymore
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Choosing Your New Brand

● Know your audience and know YOURSELF!

● What words describe you? (Think beyond creative or fun.)

● What's your style? Are you funny or serious? Formal or casual? 
Laid back or ultra sophisticated?

● What colors do you love?

● What do you love sharing with your readers?

● What do your readers come to your site to read?

● What is the mission/purpose of your blog?

● Describe your blog in ONE sentence. 
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Brand Identity: Activity!

● Let’s brainstorm! 

● Fill out the provided worksheet to help you discover your brand’s 
style and refine your focus

(For those of you reading this from the blog post, you can download 
this activity worksheet in the blog post.)
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Choosing Your New Brand

● Write down as many possible names as you can

○ Choose a few and sit with them for a week

○ Really think about your decision, like you would if you were 
naming a baby (you sort of are!)

○ You don’t want to rebrand later, so think it through!
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Tips for Naming

● Use the descriptive words along with the other information in your 
worksheet to select your new blog name

● Keep it simple

● Avoid complex spellings

● Find the balance between your blog’s subject matter and being 
too specific (don’t pigeonhole yourself!)

● Create distinction from similar brand names

● Think catchy, memorable, stands out
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Create a Style Board

www.hollycasto.com
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Create a Style Board

www.thebrand-styilst.com www.wildside.krsites.com/
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Brand Styling Resources

● www.thebrand-stylist.com 

● http://wonderlass.com/ 

● http://www.sprucerd.com/blog/ 

● https://whiteoakcreative.com — resources page

● https://www.betterlookingbiz.com/blog/ 

● https://bloguettes.com 

● Search “brand styling” and “mood board template” on 
Pinterest for LOTS of helpful resources!

http://www.thebrand-stylist.com
http://www.thebrand-stylist.com
http://wonderlass.com/
http://wonderlass.com/
http://www.sprucerd.com/blog/
http://www.sprucerd.com/blog/
https://whiteoakcreative.com
https://whiteoakcreative.com
https://www.betterlookingbiz.com/blog/
https://www.betterlookingbiz.com/blog/
https://bloguettes.com
https://bloguettes.com
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Social Media Handles
● Research your potential handles

○ Find a consistent handle that is available on all platforms

○ You also may want to secure handles for platforms you don’t 

use

○ Pinterest and Twitter limit you to 15 characters

○ Keep profile photo consistent before and after the switch
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Social Media Handles
● Changing your handle

○ Facebook

− Can only be changed once (more than 200 followers)

− Request a name change in “Edit Page”

− Can take up to two weeks, depending on backlog

− Once approved, update your URL

− What to do if Facebook denies your request

○ Twitter

− Change as many times as you’d like in “Settings”
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Social Media Handles
● Changing your handle (continued)

○ Pinterest

− Change as many times as you’d like in your profile

− Reconnect new social media accounts

− Verify your website with Pinterest

− Validate Rich Pins

− Reconnect any Pinterest publishing apps (Boardbooster, 

Tailwind, ViralTag, Ahalogy etc.)
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Social Media Handles
● Changing your handle (continued)

○ Instagram
− Change as often as you’d like in the mobile app’s 

“Settings”
− Reconnect new social media accounts

○ Google+
− You can’t change it
− Deal with it or create a business “page” and encourage 

your followers to transition to your new page
○ YouTube

− Create a new vanity URL that will redirect your old content 
to your new URL
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Social Media Handles
● Changing your handle (continued)

○ Periscope
− Easily change your display name to whatever you’d like
− Your username is connected to Twitter
− Email Periscope to change it

○ BlogLovin’
− No way to change it within the settings
− You can email them and they’ll move your followers to 

your new blog
○ Change any other platforms you use

○ Go back and reclaim all your old social media handles, so no 

one else does (leave them private). 
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Getting Technical
● Change hosts

○ If you are thinking of changing hosts, do it before you rebrand

○ Migrate one site instead of two

● Secure your new URL

○ You may want to snag the .net/.org URLs, as well as 

hyphenated URLs, like blog-name.com.

● Set up email

○ Set up your email address within your hosting panel

○ Forward old email address to new blog email address

○ Forward that all to Gmail or other mail server if desired

○ Update your signature
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Getting Technical
● Migration

○ BACK UP YOUR SITE

○ If you’re going to pay for something, pay for this!

○ Every hosting company is different

− Usually you can do it in the control panel

− There are also ways to do it manually

● Set up a 301 redirect

○ This permanently forwards your old URLs to your new URLs

○ Maintains “Google juice”

○ You can do this in your hosting panel, using a plug-in, or doing 

it straight in your code
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Getting Technical
● Update plug-ins and information

○ Go through your dashboard

○ Update site title, tagline, etc.

○ Update plug-ins if necessary

● When all else fails…
○ Google, Google, Google

○ Hire someone
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People & Places
● Prepare your readers

○ Consider a “why” post/newsletter

○ Schedule social media notifications

○ Consider showing old and new logos together

○ Maintain the same headshot
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People & Places
● Brands: Before the Switch

○ Ongoing brand partners (recurring posts, ambassadorships, 

upcoming collaborations)

− Explain why, what, and when

● Brands: After the Switch

○ Prior Brand Partners

○ Influencer networks (SoFab, Tap Influence, IZEA, etc.)

○ Brand Blogger Networks (Wayfair, Porch, DecoArt, etc)
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People & Places
● Finances

○ Tax ID Number
○ Bank Account / Debit Card / Checks
○ Business Credit Card
○ Business Registration with State / City
○ PayPal
○ Ad Networks (AdSense, AdThrive, Media Vine, etc.)
○ Affiliate Networks (Share-a-Sale, CJ, Amazon, etc.)
○ Etsy or other online shop
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Don’t Forget!
● Around the Blog

○ Your blog’s “about” page
○ Your blog’s “contact” page
○ Copyright information in footer
○ Links within your blog (like your social media icons)
○ Favicon
○ Gravatar
○ Do a search for your old name ON your blog
○ Newsletter / mailing list sign up & confirmation forms
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Save Your Sanity

● Spreadsheet / Worksheets
○ Notes / Resources
○ Finances / Legal
○ Social Media
○ Brands / Business Contacts

● Free Template
○ bit.ly/rebrandmyblog



Save Your Sanity
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Question & Answer
● Didn’t get a chance to ask your question? Email us!

○ cori@heyletsmakestuff.com

○ melissa@polishedhabitat.com

○ heidi@happinessishomemade.com

○ alli@madewithhappy.com
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